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1. While a sizeable literature exists on data quality, gaps exist in assessing the vital records and statistics infrastructure. 

2. Little research has focused on means for improving quality of individual data items or timeliness.  Most research has focused on a relatively small subset of data items.

3. Literature or data does not exist to track vital statistics expenditures.

4. There are no recognized indicators to track the performance of the vital statistics infrastructure.

5. The median number of days from birth to jurisdiction registration dropped from 27 days in 1980 to 10 days in 2005.  (33% response rate)

6. The median number of days from death to jurisdiction registration dropped from 28 days in 1985 to 15 days in 2005 (33% response rate)

7. The median number of resident births reported by the NCHS compared with resident births reported by jurisdictions exceeded 99%.  However, one jurisdiction reported less than 94% of resident births compared with the NCHS number (Based on 48% response rate)

8. The average percentage of birth records electronically submitted increased from 17% in 1990 to 94% in 2005.  (Based on 48% response rate)

9. In 1990 no death records were electronically transmitted.  In 2005 10% of death records were electronically transmitted (Based on 48% response rate)

10. While the median jurisdiction percentage of birth records with non stated number of prenatal care visits was 1.8% in 2004 the highest jurisdiction was 16.2%. (Based on 98% response rate)

11. While the median jurisdiction percentage of deaths with unknown causes of death was 1.2% in 2003 the highest jurisdiction was 4.3%.  (Based on 98% response rate)

12. The 1989 Standard Certificate of Birth was adopted by all jurisdictions within two years.  The 2003 Standard Certificate of Birth was only adopted by 13 jurisdictions within two years.  (Based on 100% response rate)

13. The median number of birth amendments increased by 138% from 1980 to 2005. (Based on 27% response rate)

14. The number of NDI file searches increased from 10 in 1982 to 194 in 2005.

15. 79%% of jurisdictions make vital statistics data available on their web site. (Based on 56% of response rate)

16. The median number of special topic reports issued by jurisdictions increased from 5 in 1990 to 10 in 2005.  (Based on 36% response rate)

17. The number of published peer reviewed articles using birth data increased from 5 in 1980 to 35 in 2005.  Articles using death data increased from 5 to 40 during the same time period.

18. The NCHS budget increased by 153% from 1985 to 2005.  This compares with increases of 550% for the National Center for Educational Statistics, 230% for the Bureau of Economic Analysis and 183% for the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

19. In 1989 the VSCP made up 21% of the NCHS budget compared with 16% in 2005.

20. VSCP funding increased by 69.7% from $9.96 million in 1989 to $16.91 million in 2005, which was a 12% increase in constant dollars.

21. In summary: 

a. The indicators on performance show some improvement mainly for births.

b. The uses of vital records and statistics have increased considerably.  

c. There is insufficient data on total vital statistics resources available to jurisdictions.  

d. NCHS has received an increase in resources but not as much as other federal agencies

e. VSCP resources have increased, but a smaller percentage of NCHS resources are devoted to the VSCP.
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